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Minutes of Assembly 2012   

Worship Service 
Friday, March 2, 2012, 7:00-9:20 pm 

North Kildonan MB Church in Winnipeg 

 

Welcome 

Elton DaSilva, Executive Director of the MB Church of Manitoba 

 

Worship in Songs   

Unleashed Band with Jamie Niven, Worship Pastor at The Meeting Place 

Our God is greater 

Forever reign 

Be my everything 

 

Welcome and announcements  

Victor Neufeld, Pastor at North Kildonan MB Church 

 

Video clip of Family Life Network on prayer. 

 

Sharing our Stories  

David Balzer interviewed four pastors about the role of prayer in their ministry. 

Steve Bock, Youth Pastor at La Salle Community Fellowship, talked about “target praying” with junior 

high students. The youth drive by houses where there are people in need and stop to pray in their 

vans for the people in the house. Then one young guy will sneak up to the house, ring the doorbell and 

give the person a paper with the message “You’ve been a victim of drive-by prayer.”  

Mary Anne Isaak, Pastor at River East MB Church, shared about a public witness in their community. 

The church has joined a neighbouring Sikh group to plant a community garden. She was asked to pray 

at one event outside in their garden. The church has also prayed fervently for a young pregnant 

woman who was diagnosed with cancer. It was a miracle. The doctors were able to remove the 

tumour, and the baby was born healthy. This woman is now teaching Sunday School. 

Arno Fast, Pastor at Salem Community Bible Church, is the longest serving pastor in Manitoba. He 

noted that the Wednesday evening prayer meeting is still alive and well at his church. People have 

been saved, discipled, and encouraged through this prayer meeting. He shared stories about two 

young men who recently came to know the Lord. For some people, the prayer meeting is the highlight 

of their week.  

George Toews, Pastor at Portage Avenue Church, focused on how God has led him and his wife to 

move from Rosenort to pastor at Portage Avenue Church. It has been a year of praying and trusting 

God. On several occasions, God clearly spoke to them and led them into this new ministry. When they 

worried about selling their house, they prayed again. God gave them peace and answered their 

prayer.  

Prayer for New Pastors 

Keith Poysti, Conference Pastor 
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Pastors and spouses beginning new ministries in 2011/2012:  

Geoff & Kelly Unrau – Boissevain MB Church; Jason & Karina Dyck – Elm Creek MB Church; Dave & Jen 

Courtney – Elm Creek MB Church; John & Anita Klassen – Lakeview Community Church, Killarney, and 

Fort Garry MB Church; Manfred & Shannon Boller – Community Fellowship Church, Newton; Jason 

Kehler – Fourth Avenue Bible Church, Niverville; Bobby & Kristy Klassen – Steinbach MB Church; Dan & 

Rhonda Doerksen – Winkler MB Church; Rick Friesen – Winkler MB Church; Edgar & Rachel French – 

Christian Family Center; Theo & Jenna Dyck – McIvor MB Church; Les & Marilyn Riediger – McIvor MB 

Church; Anna Marie & Walter Geddert – Jubilee Mennonite Church; George & Carla Toews – Portage 

Avenue Church; Mary Anne & Jon Isaak – River East MB Church; Dave Easton – The Meeting Place;   

Jim & Jacqie Wiseman – Walls of Freedom. 

Song of Reflection 

Open up your heart 

 

Introduction to the theme of prayer and speaker John Smed 

Elton DaSilva 

 

Waiting in Prayer – The Secret of Power 

John Smed, Director of Prayer Current 

What does it mean to wait on God?  What comes to mind? What is it that Christ says to the apostles in 

the gospel of John? He breathes on them and says, “Receive the Holy Spirit.” A few days later he pours 

out the Spirit on each of them. A little while later, they pray and the Spirit falls upon them. What is 

this ongoing, replenishing of the Holy Spirit that is happening? How many times can you get filled? Do 

we have to increase our capacity to be filled more? Something happens when the Spirit of God moves 

that transcends the ordinary. We all know that those moments are invariably times of prayer. It is very 

seldom that you hear about somebody having a sense of really knowing the mind, heart, and passion 

of God that is not concurrent with prayer.  

I want to talk about waiting in prayer – the secret of power. Prayer and waiting are really synonyms. 

Can you pray without waiting?  Can you wait on God without praying? Waiting is a perennial passion, 

practice, characteristic of someone who knows the Lord. In the Old Testament, waiting meant to wait 

patiently (“Rest in the Lord, and wait patiently for him”), to wait hopefully (“I wait, my soul waits in 

him. I will hope”), to wait expectantly (“Those who wait upon the Lord will renew their strength”). 

In the New Testament all of the above are true, but there’s a new higher power. There is an eagerness 

to waiting. There is immediacy to the waiting. That might seem contradictory, but something 

immediate is happening. There’s an eagerness to wait. That’s because the disciples just spent 40 days 

with the risen Saviour. What’s there to wait about?  Because there is more to come. Jesus said, “I want 

you to wait, because there’s more to come. I can’t explain it to you. You’ll know when it happens. 

You’ll receive power when the Holy Spirit comes upon you.” This immediacy and eagerness is 

characteristic of Christian waiting. It’s the kind of waiting that a bride and a groom have on the day of 

their wedding. Why do a bride and a groom have an ear-to-ear glee?  That’s a waiting glee. The time 

has come. We’re declaring that something wonderful is happening here.  

The event of waiting itself is pregnant, filled with something. Waiting is not emptiness. It’s fullness. 

Waiting is not a frustration. It’s an expectation. Waiting is not an anxiety. It’s anticipation.  If we do 
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not wait, we will not experience the fulfillment of waiting. To not wait and to feast on the restless 

doing – meetings, computers, planning, programming – to not wait is to steal ourselves of the 

anticipation and fulfillment and eager expectation that comes when we wait.  

Just imagine if the apostles hadn’t waited. They were ready to go. They were like a tightly wound 

spring, “Let me out of here! We have stories to tell. We’ve seen Jesus. What on earth could we 

possibly need at this point? Haven’t we seen enough? Isn’t it time?” They were told to wait. We are 

those who are eagerly the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ. We are those who groan with creation, 

waiting in eager expectation of the manifestation of the Son of God. We are those who wait, because 

it will be our turn to receive power when the Holy Spirit comes upon us. 

Let’s read the passage that I am going to speak about: Acts 1:4-8, 13-14. I want us to look at these five 

points:  1) As we wait, we wait for God. 2) In waiting, we obey Christ’s command. 3) Waiting we 

prepare for the promised Spirit power.  4) Waiting we uncover the greater plan of God. 5) As we wait, 

we pray.  

Prayer by John Smed. 

1) As we wait, we wait for God.  

“Do not leave Jerusalem, but wait for the gift my Father promised, which you have heard me speak 

about… In a few days you will be baptized with the Holy Spirit.” Acts 1:4-5. Waiting is a Christian 

activity. The rich biblical term of waiting floats through the Scripture in so many ways. You could say 

that the Christian life is the waiting life. Prayer is waiting. To learn to wait is to learn the genius of 

being a disciple of Jesus. Augustine helps us remember what waiting means. He said, “As we wait in 

prayer, we increase our capacity for God’s gift of himself.” The reason why the disciples could be filled 

again and again and again is because they were filled the first time, but in waiting God increased the 

capacity of their heart so that there was more room for God. Their heart was not hardening with age, 

but getting wider to sustain more of the fullness of God. We couldn’t take it all at once even if we 

wanted to. Waiting increases our longing for God himself. If your life is characterized by a longing for 

God, it is a waiting life. The only way where our longing for God increases to receive more of God is by 

waiting in prayer. It does not increase in the sprint.  

I was in a wonderful moment of prayer with my three brothers. Something happens with me after 25 

minutes in prayer. It might be 18 or 42 minutes with you. We moved from saying good words to 

feeling, hearing, and experiencing God among us. He was always there, but we became utterly 

conscious of God in our midst, and we started to cry. I have seen this happen again and again. It 

doesn’t happen in 3-minute prayer or in prayer while you’re driving to work. It happens when you’re 

willing to rest until God becomes part of your consciousness.  I want you to take a moment to pray 

and ask God to increase your capacity for God’s gift of himself. (Delegates prayed quietly.) 

2) In waiting, we obey Christ’s command.  

“He gave them this command: ‘Do not leave Jerusalem.’” Acts 1:4. Jesus asked the apostles to wait. 

That word of Christ still echoes today.  It’s not time to leap into action. It’s time to wait. I believe that 

command is just as much ours today as it ever was in church history. He gives us this command. To 

wait is to obey.  

Franz Kafka put it this way, “There’s only one cardinal sin – impatience. Because of impatience, we 

were driven out of paradise. Because of impatience, we can never return.” The command to wait 
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restrains our impatience. If you wait long enough, you will cripple it, and your impatience will leave 

you. Impatience is always close at the door of our hearts. There’s so much to do, so many things to 

accomplish, so many problems, and so many opportunities. They all come at us like a bear or a roaring 

river, and we’re impatient, because we want to survive. The feeling of impatience, the gnawing 

anxiety of impatience that cripples each one of us is only restrained by taking long enough to wait. 

That impatience is so perennial. You’ll wake up with it and go to sleep with it. It will follow you to your 

grave unless you learn to wait on God. The command to wait establishes patience.  

The command to wait establishes the Lordship of Jesus Christ. Waiting is opening up God’s activity. It’s 

not surrendering our leadership. It’s discovering his Lordship in real and practical ways. Why does 

Jesus say, “Pray to the Lord of the harvest that he might send labourers into his harvest field”? It’s not 

our harvest, it’s his. Do we need more missionaries in Manitoba and in Canada?  Do we need better 

pastors and more workers, men and women filling our churches with leadership? Pray to the 

sovereign Lord of the harvest. Jesus promises if we pray, he will send out those labourers. If we have 

so few labourers, is it not logical to assume we’ve done too little praying for the workers?  

“All authority in heaven and earth has been given to me.” The Lord is jealous for his glory and jealous 

for his Lordship. As long as we are lords of our mission and our own lives, there’s no room for the Lord 

Jesus Christ to take his rightful place on the throne of our heart, our church, and our life. You might 

think it’s absolutely essential to place yourself at the centre of everything that happens in your world, 

but Jesus reserves that place for himself. Lay your burden down. “Come unto me, you who labour and 

are heavy laden. I will give you rest. I am meek and lowly. Learn from me. Take my yoke upon you. My 

yoke is easy and my burden is light. You will find rest for your souls.” Let me be the Lord of your heart 

and your life, and that distressing burden of being sovereign will leave you. Why do they commit 

suicide after five years on the pop charts? It’s tough. It’s not all it’s cracked up to be. There’s nothing 

better than relinquishing the lordship of our lives to Jesus Christ.  

Here’s an example from Count Zinzendorf when the Reformed, Lutheran, and Anabaptist people were 

fighting like cats and dogs. Zinzendorf said, “We resolved to put an end to this. We resolved to pray. At 

the Christmas service in 1727, we prayed and the Saviour came upon us in a Spirit where hitherto we 

had not had any experience or knowledge.  Hitherto we had been leaders and helpers. Now the Holy 

Spirit himself took control of everything and everybody.” The King is always waiting at the door to be 

the Lord. It’s up to us to resolve to discover the Spirit as we’ve never experienced it before.  That day 

was the beginning of the 100-year prayer meeting, 24/7 for 100 years. There were not thousands, only 

hundreds in that little village of Germany. They sent out 100 missionaries in the first 20 years. They 

sent them out without support, because they said, “We want you to pray your way through this.” 

There were no offerings. They just went. I’m not necessarily advocating that as essential, but it’s 

exciting to think about. 

3) Waiting we prepare for the promised Spirit power.  

“Wait for the gift my Father promised… You will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes upon you.” 

Acts 1:4,8.  How long did they wait? It’s called the 10-day prayer meeting. Ascension on the 40th day, 

Pentecost on the 50th day, 10 days in the upper room believers joined together constantly in prayer. 

What are they thinking about? What are they feeling? When they wait, they become aware of their 

own weakness, their pride and self-sufficiency. Peter was so ready to go (“I’ll never deny you”). He 

needed 10 days of prayer to have that attitude changed. That readiness to go before Jesus sends them 

would have crippled the movement permanently. They had to wait until they experienced God in a 

new way.  
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Leaders, pastors, missionaries, evangelists, are you waiting until you taste an experience of the power 

of Christ?  I get into an average prayer meeting at church – and it’s six minutes to 9:00 am, and the 

service is at 9:00. We pray for four minutes and have two minutes to walk down the hall. That’s not 

much room to experience much power. The light bulb might go from 8 watts to 12, but it isn’t going 

from 12 to 220 watts. You need more electricity and energy.  

The apostles were going out, and in a matter of weeks John and Peter faced the same Sanhedrin, the 

same people that Jesus was tried by and crucified by a few weeks earlier (Acts 4). It’s the exact same 

scenario. The reason they had to wait was because they had no idea what was coming. They had no 

idea the darkness they would face. They were going to be martyred, whipped, beaten. James would be 

beheaded. Stephen was martyred. They didn’t know that that would follow them. Jesus said, “You 

need to know you’re unable, so you discover my ability.” They didn’t know the darkness, and they 

didn’t know the opportunity. They were going to see thousands of people come to Christ.  3,000 

grows to 5,000 people, and churches are multiplying in Judea, Galilee, and Samaria. So they need to 

wait for power against the darkness and for power for the opportunity.  

Today in Canada with a Christian prime minister, we are among the world’s leaders in child 

pornography, the selling and exploitation of children, secularism, sectarianism, and syncretism. The 

fastest-growing religion in our country is none. In 1950 not even 1% of Canadians said they were non-

Christians. It’s now 24% of Canadians who say there is no god at all. In the community center where I 

live, there’s a weekly workshop on shamanism and paganism. But they turned down our course that 

we offered on prayer, because it was too religious. Do we need to wait? Do we need power today? We 

need all the power Jesus has to give, and nothing less. I don’t want some of it. I want all of it. I want 

what Jesus has to give, because the need is great and the opportunity is unprecedented.  

When I was a young pastor, we’d hear of one or two people being converted in the Middle East. They 

are now coming to Christ by the 10,000s. In Vietnam in the last 25 years, they have gone from 160,000 

to 1.6 million Christians, ten times the growth. In China Christians have grown from 6 million to over 

60 million from 1984 to 2004. “Lord, while on others you are calling, do not pass me by.”  They’re 

walking on our streets here in Canada. This is our day of opportunity, our day of hope and our day of 

harvest. I believe that when we wait upon the Lord and call on him, “he will be pleased to rend the 

heavens, to turn the twigs to fire, to shake the mountains, to cause the earth to quake,… because no 

one has seen or heard how God hears and acts for those who wait for him.”  Isaiah 64:1-4. 

Wait. Martin Luther said, “If you’re going to make progress, start over.” Jesus said, “If you’re going to 

make progress, wait.”  

4) Waiting we uncover the greater plan of God.   

“They said, ‘Lord, at this time will you restore the kingdom of Israel?’ He says, ‘It is not for you to know 

the times.’” Acts 1:6-7.They want geo-political restoration. They want a moral majority to take power 

again. They want right-wing and Jewish God-fearing politics. He says, “It’s not for you to know the 

time.” What I think he’s saying is, “You have no idea what I’m going to do.” 1,000 years earlier the 

temple of Solomon was still a visible presence of God’s glory. Do you know that it had been 1,000 

years since anyone saw the Spirit? Yes, Samson had the Spirit, Elijah, Elisha, a few others, but not 

many.  

At Pentecost there are over 120 believers in a room – and the Spirit falls on each one of them.  And 

each one of them becomes a temple of the Holy Spirit. It would have been great if the temple would 
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have been filled like in Solomon’s time. That would have been the glory and restoration of Israel like 

they hoped for. But nobody could have dreamt that the Spirit would fall upon them as a fire. There 

was a roaring wind, and the Spirit came upon them as a fire on each one of them.  

I talked to a Sikh taxi driver who said he goes to the temple to pray. Connan said, “We don’t have to 

go to the temple to pray. We can always talk to Jesus.”  And I said, “That’s because each one of us is a 

temple. We’re a walking house of prayer. In the Bible it says, that the Holy Spirit falls upon each 

believer. And each believer becomes a temple filled with the Holy Spirit.” That’s why we are each a 

house of prayer. We’re walking temples.  

Waiting uncovers the plan of God. If you’re excited about your plans, and great things are happening, 

your building has been paid off, more people are attending, there’s more money in the offering plate, 

and everything is happening great, but you haven’t waited, you have no idea what you’re missing. 

5) As we wait, we pray.   

I want to share something based on the 80/20 principle. Those who don’t pray can predict 80% of 

what is going to happen, 20% is a surprise. For those who wait in prayer, 20% is predictable, 80% isn’t 

predictable. Waiting is finding out what God is going to do. We wait in prayer. “When they arrived, 

they went upstairs… and they all joined together constantly in prayer.”  Acts 1:13-14.   

Waiting has a posture. It’s on our knees with empty and outstretched hands. To wait is to pray. When 

you wait, you’re waiting for God. When you pray, you’re obeying. When you’re on your knees, you 

receive power against the darkness and for the opportunity. As you pray, you uncover the resurrection 

promises of God. Prayer stores up and builds the momentum of the Holy Spirit’s promises. When the 

lake of promise is full, the dam of blessing breaks. Someone explained it to me once. He said prayer 

launches people into mission, because prayer is like God drawing back the bowstring with our prayers. 

He has a bow of bronze and an arrow that can’t be stopped. We wait in prayer until the bow is fully 

extended, and then God lets go. If you spend a short time in prayer and then ask God to let it go, the 

arrow will fall short and will not hit its mark.  

Jesus said that one thing is needed. It’s “wait”. It must have surprised the disciples. Brothers and 

sisters, if I have the mind of Christ, the word of Jesus Christ to the church in Canada is “wait in prayer”. 

It is the secret to revival, to renewal, to the power of Jesus Christ.  Resolve to wait in prayer. Long and 

expect and call out for more. I’d like you to turn to the person beside you and pray together. 

(Delegates prayed in small groups.) 

The Lord’s Table  

Victor Neufeld, Pastor of North Kildonan MB Church 

Keith Poysti, Conference Pastor 

Luke 22:39-44 

 

Songs of Gratitude 

What can I say, what can I do? 

I will follow you 

 

Benediction 

Keith Poysti 
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Assembly 2012 Session 
Saturday, March 3, 2012, 9:00 am - 3:30 pm 

North Kildonan MB Church in Winnipeg 

 

Welcome 

9:00 am Harold Froese, Conference Moderator, welcomed guests and delegates to Assembly 2012. 

He opened with prayer. 

 

Worship in song 

Ben Harapiak and the North Kildonan MB Church team led in worship. 

How Great Thou Art 

My God is mighty to save 

Holy, holy, holy is the Lord God Almighty 

You are everything we need 

 

Video clip about Family Life Network’s ministry to Hispanic people. 

 

Elton DaSilva, Conference Executive Director, introduced speaker John Smed, Director of Prayer 

Current, and led in prayer. 

 

How a prophet prays 

John Smed, Prayer Current 

 

We want to talk about prophesying in prayer. The Spirit of Jesus is the testimony of prophecy. “No one 

can say, ‘Jesus is Lord’ except by the Holy Spirit.” (1 Cor. 12:3) “Your sons and daughters will 

prophesy.” (Acts 2:17)  We listened to them this morning, singing the praises of Jesus.  

 

The connection between prayer and prophesy is the Word of God.  It is the work of prayer to have the 

Word of God which is always living, always active, always prophetic, move from the head to the heart. 

Prayer always goes with the Word. This 2,000-year-old book is translated into immediate reality to us 

in prayer. Prophetic prayer for Canada means we translate the events and narrative of Scripture and 

put ourselves in that position, so that we pray with biblical power, biblical authority, biblical 

confidence and expectation.  

 

We’re talking about prophetic prayer for Canada. In Acts 3 the apostles had been praying and 

vigorously preaching the Gospel. They go to the temple at three in the afternoon, the hour of prayer, 

and they perform the miracle of healing a crippled man. The people ask, “What happened?”  The 

apostles say, “Don’t imagine for one minute that it’s us. It’s by faith in the name of Jesus that this man 

has been healed.” (Acts 3:16)  And “many who heard the message believed, and the number who 

believed grew to 5,000.” (Acts 4:4) 

 

What happens then is that this Word hits a wall. The Sanhedrin, the elders, priests and Sadducees are 

now mustering to oppose the apostles. It is the same gang that opposed Jesus and led him to the cross 

a few weeks earlier. It is an urgent moment. These ruling powers gather together to block this 

advance in gospel preaching. “They called them in and commanded them not to speak or teach at all in 

the name of Jesus.” (Acts 4:18)  They said, “Go ahead and help the poor, keep meeting, come to the 

temple every day, pray for the restoration of Israel, do whatever you want, but do not preach in the 
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name of Jesus.” Why? Because the message of the gospel of Jesus cuts to the heart. It’s like the sharp 

edge of the sword (Heb. 4:12). It does the work of God. It leads to repentance and faith. And these are 

not people who are eager to repent and own their part in the death of Jesus any more than we are 

eager to own the death of Jesus.  

 

I think we hear an undercurrent, and sadly sometimes it comes from within, “Do whatever you want, 

help the poor, work for the restoration of the city, pray, but do not preach in the name of Jesus. Do 

not bring that offence into public ground. Do not confront people with the harshness of the message 

that says, ‘It’s time to die in order that you might be reborn’.” It’s a very similar time in our day as it 

was in that day.  

 

What do the apostles do? The first thing they do is resolve to continue to preach in the name of 

Jesus. “Salvation is found in no one else, for there is no other name under heaven given to men by 

which we must be saved.” (Acts 4:12)  Peter and John replied, “Judge for yourselves whether it is right 

in God’s sight to obey you or to obey God, for we cannot help speaking about what we have seen and 

heard. We’re going to keep speaking in the name of Jesus.” (Acts 4:19-20) 

 

That is not the end of the matter. Do they run out and keep preaching? No. When Word ministry hits 

the wall, they turn to prayer – urgent, united, expectant prayer. “On their release Peter and John went 

back to their own people, and reported all that the chief priests and elders had said to them. When 

they heard this, they raised their voices together in prayer to God.” (Acts 4:23-24) 

 

I want to suggest to you that Word ministry has hit a wall in Canada. We have no shortage of 

seminaries. And we have no shortage of sermons. Yet in this country we have seen that in the years 

from 1950-2001, the church has declined approximately 40% of the entire national population, almost 

1% per year. We’ve also seen atheism (when people say they don’t believe in God) which was less 

than 1% in 1950 increase to 24% today. Word ministry has hit a wall, and yet we continue to 

perpetuate a culture of the Word. Teach the Word, preach the Word. The Word is powerful. It does 

the work of God. It’s like a hammer that breaks a rock in pieces (Jer. 23:29). But if we look at the 

testimony here, it does not say, “They went out to preach”. It says, “They resolved to pray.”  

 

If we look at the statistics of Outreach Canada, church attendance from 1993-2003 is down 4%. The 

increase in Bible-believing churches is 1%, but the population has gone up 3%. Church planting 

increases are 1.5% per year. It’s encouraging, something to pray for, something hopeful. We see new 

signs. You will hear from Gord Fleming about the C2C network.  I have a prophetic Word for you. I 

really do. God is doing something among the Mennonite Brethren in Canada. He is. And if a 

Presbyterian can see it, then anybody can see it.  We pray, we hope for a new day. What is our 

response? First we need to resolve to continue to preach the gospel.  

 

Secondly, we need to turn to God in prayer. That’s what the apostles did. When Word ministry hits 

the wall, we turn to prayer – urgently, united, expectantly. Today we want to join with someone here 

to resolve to preach the Word, and pray and ask the Lord to renew us in Gospel preaching.   

(Delegates prayed in small groups.) 

 

I want to turn to the prophetic prayer of the apostles (Acts 4:24-30). My aim is to make it our prayer. I 

want to show the clear parallel between their day and ours, between the circumstances, opposition 

and opportunities in their day and ours today. All these parallels give us warrant for prophetic prayer.  
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The apostles prayed with earnest need. We begin by humbly acknowledging our weakness. We are so 

weak, crippled, hopeless, and helpless. “If my people who are called by name will humble themselves 

and pray…, then I will hear from heaven … and heal their land". (2 Chron. 7:14) We admit our 

weakness. That’s why we come together for urgent prayer. We’re not making progress. We’ve hit a 

wall.  The church is in desperate straits in this country. Willy Reimer told us yesterday that 6% of 

Canadians are Christ-followers. At least 3,000,000 Canadians are not Christians. We go to the average 

church service and think all is well. People are strolling in 15 minutes late, because the line at 

Starbucks was so long. That will not produce revival and reduce the trend. We cry out to God because 

we are weak.  

 

Prophetic prayer has these four aspects: 1) Prophetic prayer discerns God’s plan in human opposition. 

2) Effective prayer connects our ministry to the ministry of Christ. 3) Apostolic prayer turns to 

Scripture for power. 4) Prophetic prayer asks Christ for everything he has to give. That and that alone 

will reverse the tide. Nothing less will do. You have to ask for it all, because if you ask for less, you’re 

walking away. You can’t move a bus with a 5-horsepower engine. We need more horsepower to move 

that bus.  

 

1)  Prophetic prayer discerns God’s plan in human opposition.  

Pay attention to how they pray: “Sovereign Lord, you who made the heavens and the earth… take note 

of what the elders and priests are doing here… They did what your hand and your will decided 

beforehand should happen.” (Acts 4:24-28) You don’t have to be a Calvinist to believe in the 

sovereignty of God. Is there a single Mennonite who doesn’t believe in the sovereign Lord? Prayer is 

first and foremost acknowledging that he is the sovereign Lord of our lives and our mission.  Until the 

sovereign Lord makes his move, we are stuck. “Sovereign Lord, hear our prayer. You made the heaven 

and the earth. You spin out galaxies. You’re a marvelous and wise God who knits this universe 

together in all its beauty and power. Lord, look at what’s happening here in your creation.”  

 

2)  Effective prayer connects our ministry to the ministry of Christ.  

“Indeed Herod and Pontius Pilate met together with the Gentiles and the people of Israel to conspire 

against your holy servant Jesus whom you anointed.” (Acts 4:27) They are drawing a parallel here 

between what happened to Jesus and what’s happening to them. That’s prophetic, and that’s what we 

have to see in Canada.  

 

Let me give you an example.  The leaders of the Westminster diocese of British Columbia, its rulers, 

bishops, and elders conspired together to discredit and revoke the ordination of the shepherds of the 

flock , to seize the property and residences of the priests, to take away their retirement and expel 

them from their communion, including men like Dr. James Packer, David Short, defrocking them 

publicly. It doesn’t even make the front page of the newspaper; it’s back on page C16. Why? Because 

they joined together with the Supreme Court of Canada to execute their plan and purpose. We must 

see that the events of St. John’s-Shaughnessy, the largest Anglican Church in Canada, and the 

expulsion of them from the denomination, the seizure of their property, the defrocking of their priests 

is like what happened in great eras of the church before the Living God made himself known. The 

nations conspired against the Lord and his anointed and the gospel. Now we see the colours of people 

in this country. We will see more of this.  
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As I talked to Dr. Packer and David Short about this, we offered them our building. They are having 

their Lenten services at Grace Vancouver Church. We just said, “Thank you for the honour of letting us 

share in what you’re doing, because we know our turn is next.” It is an honour to stand beside those 

who suffer for the name of Jesus. I want you again to pray prophetically for Canada, to acknowledge 

our sovereign Lord, his plan and purpose in the opposition we face, and think of how rulers have 

gathered together against Jesus to quell his ministry.  (Delegates prayed in small groups.) 

 

3)  Apostolic prayer turns to Scripture for power.  

Pray the promises of the Bible. When you finish praying the 1,000 promises of the Bible, start over 

again. Learn to pray Scripture and the Lord’s Prayer. In prayer the apostles make the connection 

between the events of Psalm 2 and their day. We can make the same connection 2,000 years later. 

“You spoke by the Holy Spirit through the mouth of your servant, our father David. ‘Why do the nations 

rage and the peoples plot in vain? The kings of the earth rise up and the rulers band together against 

the Lord and against his anointed one.’” (Acts 4:25-26)  Turn to Scripture for power. 

 

4)  Prophetic prayer asks Christ for everything he has to give.  

“Now Lord, consider their threats and enable your servants to speak your word with great boldness. 

Stretch out your hand to heal and perform miraculous signs and wonders through the name of your 

holy servant Jesus.” (Acts 4:29-30)   I want some of that. I’ll take all God has to give. Suppose God says, 

“I want to work a miracle through you.” Are you going to say, “Sorry, it doesn’t fit my theology. I’m not 

in the miracle healing business”?  I’m in. I’ll change my views. I’d love to do some healing. “Lord, pour 

out your Spirit.” Why?  Because prophetic prayer asks for everything Christ has to give.  

 

We need to ask for more. “You are coming to the King. Great petitions with you bring.” “Ask great 

things of God. Expect great things from God.” Prayer reaches out to the outstretched hand of God and 

sees his great willingness to hear our prayer. Why do we ask great things from God? In this day of 

darkness, in this time of opportunity, nothing less will do. You’re struggling with an addiction, 

substance abuse, pornography, chat lines. You’re struggling with a temper that can’t be quelled, that 

brings ruin to the world around you. You’re impatient, you’re impulsive. It causes nothing but harm to 

people. And you’ve tried for 30 years to change it and have resigned yourself that your life will always 

be the same.  “Lord, stretch out your hand. Change this sinner. You’re a friend of sinners. I qualify.” 

Isaiah says, “I’m ruined. Send me.” I say, “I’m ruined. Send me.” I want more. I always say to Jesus, 

“Jesus, can it be the case that those who pray don’t experience more of you than those who don’t? 

We’re crying out to you, Lord. We must have more of you.”  

 

Listen to the answer. There was a hurricane at Pentecost. A mighty wind roared through that place. 

I’ve been in a tornado. It’s like 50 freight trains going through. And that’s Pentecost. Now earthquakes 

are happening. “After they prayed, the place they were meeting was shaken. They were all filled with 

the Holy Spirit and they spoke the Word of God boldly...  With great power the apostles continued to 

testify to the resurrection of the Lord Jesus, and much grace was upon them all.” (Acts 4:31,33) 

 

Let’s compare that to our pedestrian, quiet desperation and resolve to live with conflict, sin, and 

disillusion in our life of barren, weak Christianity. Let’s confess that we are not in the age of revival 

yet. Let’s cry out to God for more in this church and in this convention. Let’s turn to God and meditate 

in prayer.  Ask God for great things according to Scripture. Do not be timid, for bold faith receives a 

great answer.  (Delegates prayed in small groups.) 
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C2C Presentation 

 

Russ Toews, Director of Church Planting Manitoba, reported that Canada has been called the church 

planting graveyard. Church planting in Manitoba has hit the wall – and that will only change by prayer. 

He asked people to sign up for the CPM prayer requests. There will be prayer meetings every third 

Thursday of the month at the conference office to pray for revival and for church planting.  

 

Russ explained that the name of Missions and Church Extension has changed to Church Planting 

Manitoba. MB church planting directors across Canada realized that they can do more by working 

together. The C2C network already has good momentum, systems, and procedures in place. The main 

reason we want to connect with C2C is their values. 

 

Gord Fleming, National Director of the C2C network, shared his testimony. He grew up in a difficult 

family situation with alcoholic parents. When he was 20 years old, a friend introduced him to the 

gospel. Gord became a Christian, joined the South Langley MB Church in BC, and later married Marcy 

from the church.  

 

Gord affirmed that God is a God who saves sinners (1 Timothy 1:15-17). 30 million Canadians don’t 

know Christ. The name “C2C” comes from Psalm 72:8: “And he shall have dominion from sea to sea.” 

We’re praying for revival in Canada, because 95% of Canadians are not involved in church. The 

objective is not church planting, but making disciples. The C2C network is like the home missions 

organization in Canada. The C2C name has other applications. We want to connect Canadians to 

Canadians, churches to churches, cities to cities, conferences to conferences, because we can do more 

together as Mennonite Brethren in Canada.  

 

Gord reported that he has presented the C2C vision to several MB provincial conference leaders. First 

the BC and Alberta conferences decided to join C2C. Then the Manitoba, Saskatchewan, Ontario, and 

Quebec conferences invited him to share about C2C and also decided to join the C2C network.  C2C is 

gospel centered. The message of the cross is central.  

 

Gord emphasized that C2C is Spirit led through the power of prayer. In order for revival to happen, we 

need to become a nation on our knees. We need to repent of our self-dependence, ask for God’s 

leading, and ask him to send out labourers. Gord quoted a theologian: “…There’s one thing God loves 

more than bless the world. He loves to bless the world in answer to prayer.” So that He will get all the 

glory. Dependence on prayer is the vehicle through which people will be reached. We can pray for all 

provinces, not just for our province.  

 

Gord continued with the quote: “…I know that the reason so few conversions are happening through 

my church is not because we lack program or staff. It’s because we don’t love the lost, and it’s because 

we don’t yearn for their salvation the way we should… Such love is a miracle, and that miracle 

overcomes our selfish bent… It’s an astonishing miracle that God gives his people when we ask for it 

by prayer.” Have we prayed for the miracle of a broken heart for lost people? We need prayer 

warriors to pray for Canada and our church plants.  

 

Gord referred to the C2C brochure, the church planting systems, and over 50 church plants. He does 

not ask people to plant new churches. He prays that God will send out workers, and then allows 

people to go where God has called them to plant. One pastor from Dallas, Texas, has been called to 
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Quebec to plant a church. We prayed for four years for God to send workers to Victoria, BC. Today we 

have four MB church plants in Victoria. God moved in response to prayer. God calls people into the 

harvest.  

 

Prayer for church planting 

Russ Toews invited participants to pray for people with the gift of an evangelist, for their 

neighbourhood, for buildings in the inner city, and for First Nations people. Delegates prayed in small 

groups for church planting in Manitoba. 

 

10:40 am   Coffee break 

11:10 am Workshops 

12:10 pm Lunch 

 

MB Biblical Seminary 

1:00 pm  John Unger, Board Chair of Mennonite Brethren Biblical Seminary (MBBS) Canada, gave an 

update on the development of MBBS in Canada. He announced that Bruce Guenther has been 

appointed President of MBBS Canada.  

 

Dr. Bruce Guenther, President of Mennonite Brethren Biblical Seminary, shared about his vision for 

teaching and equipping people for ministry.   

 

Prayer by John Unger for Bruce Guenther. 

 

Afternoon Session 

1:10 pm Harold Froese, Conference Moderator, welcomed delegates to the afternoon session. 

 

Worship songs 

Adrian Enns, MBCI campus pastor, and the MBCI band, led in worship. 

Blessed be your name 

 

Rebecca, an MBCI student, shared a story about praying for a friend who was going through a severe 

depression. When Rebecca didn’t know what to say, God answered her prayer, and she was able to 

encourage and inspire her friend. She affirmed that God is always with us and will answer our prayer.  

 

Worship songs  

This is my desire to honour you 

Indescribable, uncontainable 

 

Prayer by Adrian Enns. 

 

Video clip by Family Life Network about answers to prayer in the Low German ministry. 

 

Our Stories 

David Balzer, communications consultant, interviewed leaders of four ministries. 

 

Habtemicael Beraki, Pastor of the Philadelphia Eritrean Church, reported that the Eritrean church has 

prayer times three times a week. New refugees are busy with shift work, so they decide to come after 
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work. Once a week a group of 25 people meets in the pastor’s basement at 10:00 pm -1:00 am for 

prayer. Eritrean believers learned to pray in the context of persecution in their home country. A 

phrase to describe prayer is “the life of the church”.  

 

Claude Pratte, Executive Director of Family Life Network, affirmed that prayer is a core value of FLN. 

The founder of FLN, Henry Poetker, often talked about the importance of prayer. Recently a staff 

member faced a difficult process to get a visa to attend a conference in Europe. God answered prayer, 

and he received the visa and was able to attend the conference. A word to describe prayer in their 

ministry is “necessary”.  

 

Darrell Janzen, Executive Director of Simonhouse Bible Camp, described prayer as the fuel for 

ministry. 80% of campers at Simonhouse are from unchurched homes. Darrell referred to the threat of 

forest fires two years ago and major storms this past summer. It is their prayer that challenges will not 

distract the camp from its mission. 51 campers made decisions for Christ last summer. A word to 

describe God’s answers to prayer at Simonhouse is “faithful”. God is faithful in response to our prayer. 

 

Adrian Enns, MBCI campus pastor, shared about a group of students who wanted to get to know the 

Lord in a deeper way. They prayed and signed up for SOAR Heartland with MB Mission. God spoke into 

their lives through the quiet times and service in the inner city. Some students at MBCI experience 

depression. They pray, but still feel deep feelings of sadness. We pray for these students that God’s 

love will penetrate their hearts. A word to describe prayer at MBCI is “daily”.  

 

MBCM Five Year Plan 

Elton DaSilva, Executive Director 

 

Today we want to talk about the direction of the Manitoba Conference. Some people have 

commented that the business is right at the end of this Assembly. This is intentional. It is our hope that 

Assembly will be a time of resourcing, encouraging each other, and learning about practical ministry in 

our churches. Assembly is a time to worship and learn together. I encourage pastors to invite others to 

come as guests and delegates. Some may ask, “What happens to the decisions that we used to make 

together?” It’s important to make decisions together. It’s a part of our DNA, but I suggest that 

Assembly is not the best time for making decisions.  

 

A more productive way of making decisions is to participate in special interest groups, to pray and 

dialogue with others about specific areas that tug at your heart. In the next while, I will call together 

an interest group for First Nations people to dream together, to pray and ask for God’s direction, and 

to write down some plans. Recently we had a group talk about how to resource our churches in 

conflict resolution. There were so many ideas and biblical insights, and I realize that God has gifted us 

with great men and people of faith. That is a more productive way of engaging together. So, you can 

pick an area in which God has given you a gift or a call. It might be inner city, First Nations people, new 

immigrants, conflict resolution, preaching, or theological issues. 

 

Roger Friesen has become the Director of Congregational Services. He is preparing a resource library 

for churches in the areas of human resources and church systems. All who are interested in these 

resources can connect with Roger and work together with him. My prayer is that assembly will be a 

great time of resourcing, celebrating, praying, telling our stories, and hearing from each other and 

from God.  
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I want to present the five year plan.  During my first year as director, I visited many pastors and 

leaders of our agencies. Dave Balzer, our communications consultant, asked pastors to complete a 

survey. We heard that we need a clear mandate for the conference. At one time, the conference was a 

managerial office that managed the resources of conference agencies. Today these agencies are 

growing and managing their own resources.  

 

What is our mandate now?  Our mandate is not to create a mission for the church. The mandate of 

the conference is to resource the church for mission. The conference office exists to equip, resource 

and inspire the church accomplish its God given mission.  To equip is to train, to bring in people who 

can teach us in certain areas.  At this assembly on prayer, we looked for people who are practicing 

prayer to teach us and equip the church. To resource is to offer the church tangible tools for life and 

ministry. At this assembly we had workshops and resources from Prayer Current on how to develop a 

prayer ministry.  The conference wants to be a place where we can equip, resource, and inspire. We 

have been inspired by John Smed and Gord Fleming and by the workshop leaders. 

 

Two ways to equip, resource and inspire the church are leadership development and church health.  

We will not develop a new program, but take the approach of life span development. Different 

churches are at different stages of life. A pastor who does everything in a church has different needs 

from a pastor working with a staff of nine people.  We want to search for what’s best for each leader 

and each church.  

 

This year we will develop a new website and a new slogan to present a clear mandate about the 

conference.  Another priority is developing a ministry exploration program. We envision a 12-month 

program for young adults (ages 18-30) who will learn, pray, and serve together with different 

agencies. This will be a time to explore ministry and the call of God on their lives. We want to raise up 

the next generation of leaders.  

 

My heart has been broken for First Nations people. God has laid these people on my heart. I have 

been weeping and praying for them.  I invite you to pray with me for restoration and healing, for the 

right people and ways to minister with First Nations people. Pray for Walls of Freedom and Jim and 

Jacqie Wiseman who have 600 people on their visitation list, many of whom are First Nations or new 

immigrant people. My office is always open to you. Please come and talk to me about your ideas. We 

are in this ministry together. 

 

Discussion: 

 

• Earl Davey, Vice President of Canadian Mennonite University, expressed appreciation to Elton 

DaSilva for the good conversations regarding the development of Mennonite Brethren Biblical 

Seminary Canada and the appointment of Dr. Bruce Guenther as MBBS president. CMU is excited 

to network with MBBS Canada to prepare people for ministry. On behalf of CMU, he thanked the 

Manitoba conference for its support of MBBS.   

 

• A delegate affirmed the idea of networking, especially in regards to First Nations people. We can 

take inventory of the good ministries already happening among First Nations people and, if 

possible, work together with them. Many ministries need help, e.g. Manitoba House. Let’s not 

reinvent the wheel, but seek to partner with existing ministries for effective ministry. 
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• A young person noted that Assembly is very important, because we see the larger church family. 

She encouraged churches to send their young people to Assembly. Youth also need to see the 

church family.    

 

Leadership Board 

 

RECOMMENDATIONS 1-7 

Harold Froese, Conference Moderator, presented recommendations 1-7 on Assembly process. 

1.  Status of Printed Reports:  We recommend that the printed reports be accepted as presented. 

2.  Status of Recommendations:  We recommend that all printed recommendations be considered 

moved and seconded. 

3.  Recording Secretary:  We recommend that Dorothea Schalm be appointed Recording Secretary. 

4.  Minute Review Committee:  We recommend that Kathi Fast (Crossroads), Marvin Dyck 

(Crossroads), and Dorothea Schalm (staff) be authorized to review and prepare the minutes for 

publication in consultation with the Executive Committee.    

5.   Ballot Committee:  We recommend that the North Kildonan MB Church nominees for the ballot 

committee be appointed as presented: Jonathan F. Baril, Rick Jansen, Dennis Warkentin, Harry 

Neufeld.  

6.   Ballots:  We recommend that all ballots be destroyed at the close of the Assembly. 

7.  Parliamentarian:  We recommend that John Unger serve as parliamentarian for this Assembly. 

 

Vote by show of hands. 

Recommendations 1-7 M/S/CARRIED. 

  

Financial Reports 

 

Glyn Allen, Conference Treasurer, presented the financial reports. He thanked the churches for their 

faithful support of the Manitoba Conference during the past year. The conference received 96% of the 

budgeted income. This financial support is greatly appreciated by the Leadership Board.  

 

Conference Support Fund (CSF) Formula 

a) Total receiptable revenue 

b) Minus flow-throughs to Canadian registered charities 

c) Minus designated contributions to major capital projects (land/buildings) 

d) Multiply result by CSF Rate (currently 8%) 

Thank you, churches, for your CSF contributions. 

 

Manitoba Conference 2011 Operating Results 

Page 57   Budget  Actual 

Revenue  $545,063 $536,188 

Expenses  $594,155 $544,712 

Surplus (Deficit)   ($49,092) ($   8,524) 
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Church Planting Manitoba 2011 Operating Results 

Page 68   Budget  Actual 

Revenue  $203,000 $149,080 

Expenses  $203,000 $149,080 

Surplus/(Deficit) $            0 $            0 

CPM New Churches $            0 $  32,350 

 

Church Planting Manitoba 2011 Expenses 

    Budget  Actual 

Philadelphia Eritrean Church  $18,000 $18,000 

South Winnipeg Chinese MB $10,000 $10,000 

Quebec Church Planting  $  6,000 $          0 

Ontario Church Planting  $          0 $15,000 

Compassion Ministry  $20,000 $12,000 

House Blend Ministries  $36,000 $36,000 

Leadership Development $  5,000  $10,729 

New Initiatives   $75,000 $          0 

Simonhouse Camp  $33,000 $33,000 

Administration   $          0 $      790 

Total                $203,000            $135,519 

Surplus deposited in Dream Manitoba Fund $13,561 

 

Manitoba Conference 2011 Consolidated Operating Results 

      Actual 

MBCM Operating Surplus (pg 57)  ($8,524) 

CPM Operating Surplus (pg 68)   $32,350 

Total Operating Surplus    $23,826 

 

RECOMMENDATION 8 

Financial Reports: We recommend that the financial reports for 2011 be accepted as presented.  

 

Vote by show of hands. 

Recommendation 8   CARRIED. 

 

Glyn Allen, Conference Treasurer, presented the budget for 2012.  

 

MB Church of Manitoba 2012 Operating Budget 

CSF Revenue  $513,360 

Other Revenue  $116,000 

Total   $629,360 

Expenses  $626,206 

Surplus (Deficit)  $    3,154 
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Church Planting Manitoba 2012 Expenses Budget 

Simonhouse Bible Camp $33,000 

Church Planting Grants 

Philadelphia Eritrean Church $12,000 

House Blend Ministries  $27,000 

South Winnipeg Chinese MB $  8,000 

Compassion Ministries  $20,000 

Walls of Freedom  $25,000 

Leadership Development $  7,000 

New Initiatives   $70,000 

Total (incl. Simonhouse)             $202,000 

 

Discussion: 

 

Q:  Why has the amount of the grant to House Blend Ministries in 2012 gone down from last year? 

 

A: Russ Toews, Chair of the House Blend Ministries council:  Church Planting Manitoba supports new 

ministries with a funding formula on a decreasing scale. The council has worked hard to raise 

support, and House Blend Ministries was able to meet all expenses for ministry and for new capital 

expenditures. Russ invited contributions for the third floor renovations.  

 

RECOMMENDATION 9: 

Budget: We recommend the acceptance of the 2012 MBCM budget as presented, including the rate of 

8% of receiptable revenue towards the Conference Support Fund. 

 

Vote by show of hands. 

Recommendation 9   CARRIED. 

 

RECOMMENDATION 10: 

Financial Review: We recommend the appointment of BDO Dunwoody accounting firm for the year 

2012. 

 

Vote by show of hands. 

Recommendation 10   CARRIED. 

 

Elections 

Harold Froese thanked the Nominating Committee and Margarete Schulz, committee chair, for their 

diligent work.  

 

Keith Poysti, Conference Pastor, highlighted the responsibilities of the Faith and Life Committee. This 

committee examines the faith and life of ministers for approval as credentialed pastors. It is also 

available to help churches with theological and ethical issues. Keith encouraged pastors to contact 

members of the Faith and Life Committee: Paul Doerksen, Pierre Gilbert, Gerald Hildebrand, Mary 

Anne Isaak, and Keith Poysti. 
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Harold introduced two new nominees to the election slate for the Leadership Board: Abe Klassen 

(Lead Pastor of Fourth Avenue Bible Church in Niverville) and Ruth Schellenberg (Pastor of Children’s 

Ministry at Fort Garry MB Church).  

 

RECOMMENDATION 11 

Elections: We recommend the acclamation of the nominees on the Election Slate. 

 

Vote by show of hands. 

Recommendation 11   CARRIED. 

 

Canadian Mennonite University 

Pierre Gilbert, Professor at Canadian Mennonite University, noted that if we lose a clear and biblical 

understanding of who Christ is, we lose everything. He invited people to the lecture series “The 

Unique Gift of Christ” with Dr. Robert Benne March 12-13 at CMU.  

 

Canadian Conference of MB Churches 

 

Willy Reimer, CCMBC Executive Director, referred to the paper “What we are doing together” with 

facts about church health, leadership development, the C2C network, Centre for MB Studies, 

communications, and stewardship ministries. These ministries are funded by contributions from 

churches and contributions to the deposit fund.  

 

Willy spoke of a kairos moment at a key meeting of 50 leaders in Abbotsford last year where people 

began to talk about partnership together for the glory of God and the transformation of this country. 

Subsequently provincial moderators met to discuss how to maximize our synergy, minimize our 

differences, recognize that each province is unique, and move forward together. A moderators 

summit is planned for June to talk about the next step.  

 

Harold Froese explained that as the moderator of the Manitoba conference, he is also on the 

Canadian Conference executive board.  MB churches in Canada minister in over 20 languages every 

week. There is a desire to deliberately work together as Canadian and provincial conferences. One 

example is the C2C network. The Canadian Conference hired a consultant, Terry Mochar, to review all 

conference ministries.  

 

Harold read from the news release “CCMBC looks to the future” from the executive board of the 

Canadian Conference: “Mochar’s report noted several key expectations of members around which 

national initiatives and plans will be built: 1) create an awakening to needs within Canada in order to 

inspire people to do mission; 2) cast a clear vision and mission about what we can do together as 

churches to transform Canada with the good news of Jesus; 3) bring unifying clarity to our theological 

and missional centre; 4) provide support to develop pastors, firstly as disciples and then as effective 

leaders, so they can live balanced lives and lead healthy churches; 5) develop financial services that 

release congregations and denominational staff to do ministry, and release stewardship funds to 

ministry priorities; 6) facilitate ministry collaboration across churches and provincial conferences; 7) 

develop, broker, and facilitate programs, networks, and affiliations to equip churches; 8) lead the way 

in 21st-century communication strategies that enable us to reach the broadest constituent base 

possible; 9) be the main catalysts of a national prayer movement that calls us to dependency upon 

God… 
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The board also appointed a task force to work with the project findings as they apply to national-

provincial relationships, specifically looking for ways to build stronger links between the two entities… 

In July at Gathering 2012 in Winnipeg, Canadian MBs will consider radical steps of realignment to 

bring our churches, provinces, and national fellowship back to its calling to transform this country with 

the good news of Jesus Christ…”  

 

Willy Reimer asked for prayer for reaching the lost in Canada, for the C2C network, for healthy 

churches and leaders, and for the national staff. At Gathering 2012 delegates will process the practical 

implications, staff changes, and budget for church planting. We need the grace of God to walk into 

partnerships very open-handed with MB mission, MBBS, C2C, and churches. It is exciting to partner 

together. As Willy attends each provincial convention, he is in awe of what God is doing across 

Canada.  

 

Appreciation 

 

Harold Froese announced that Dr. Gerald Gerbrandt, President of Canadian Mennonite University, and 

Norbert Bargen, MBCI Principal, are retiring from their current roles. 

 

Dr. Gerald Gerbrandt, CMU President, reflected on his first MB assembly at the Elmwood MB Church 

14 years ago. The question that day was whether the Manitoba MB conference should take full 

ownership of Concord College and affirm ongoing conversation with other colleges about a possible 

merger. The decision was made to move forward. Gerald thanked MB churches for their support of 

CMU, a university of the church for the world. He challenged the conference to be a university church 

for the world, to continue working with CMU, witnessing for Christ, and thinking systematically about 

life.  

 

Norbert Bargen, MBCI Principal, recalled that 13 years ago he answered the call to serve at MBCI. He 

has spent 12 wonderful years at MBCI and is very thankful for this opportunity to influence students. 

He thanked the conference for its support during times of transition and building at MBCI.  

 

Prayer of blessing for Gerald Gerbrandt (CMU), Norbert Bargen (MBCI), and conference leaders by 

Keith Poysti.  

 

Harold Froese thanked the North Kildonan MB Church and Pastor Victor Neufeld for hosting this 

Assembly.  Appreciation expressed by applause.  

 

3:30 pm    Assembly adjourned.  

 

 

 

Minute Review Committee 

The Minute Review Committee has reviewed the Minutes of the 2012 Provincial Assembly of the 

Mennonite Brethren Church of Manitoba and has declared approval. 

Kathi Fast, Marvin Dyck, Dorothea Schalm 

June 2012 


