
 

The Mennonite Brethren Church of  Manitoba (MBCM) is composed of 40 churches spread out 

across our province. From the Mennonite Brethren churches in Thompson or Flin Flon, it is a 

900 km journey to either Winkler or Altona.  In order to help churches and their leaders 

across Manitoba stay connected both relationally and theologically, our conference pursues a 

strategy to Equip, Resource, and Inspire.  

 

The Faith and Life Committee (FLC) was established to work with the Conference Pastor 

to equip and resource churches as they pursue the mission God has called them to, in    

alignment with the Mennonite Brethren Confession of Faith. 

 

Specifically, the Faith and Life Committee is called to: 

Examine the faith and life of ministers for approval as Credentialed Pastors within 

MBCM.  Each candidate for credentialing completes an extensive questionnaire and is      

interviewed by the Faith and Life Committee members. 

Assist churches with theological and  ethical issues.  If your church is facing a tough      

doctrinal or ethical issue and would like guidance, the FLC invites you to forward your   

questions or concerns. Individual members of the FLC are also available to speak or dialogue 

about issues churches are  facing. 

Represent MBCM at the national Board of Faith and Life (CCMBC) and act as liaison    

between MBCM churches and BFL. Two FLC members take part in national BFL meetings 

where biblical and ethical issues that we face today are addressed.  

The Faith and Life Committee members are: 

 Acronyms: 

BFL—Board of Faith and Life  

CCMBC—Canadian Conference of 

Mennonite Brethren Churches 

 

FLC—Faith and Life Committee  

MBCM—Mennonite Brethren 

Church of Manitoba 

 

  

  

  

Paul Doerksen, Assistant Professor of Theology at Canadian Mennonite University, MBCM 

representative to Board of Faith and Life, Fort Garry MB Church 

Pierre Gilbert, Associate Professor of Biblical Studies and Theology at Canadian Mennonite 

University/MB Biblical Seminary, Fort Garry MB Church 

Gerald Hildebrand, Pastor, McIvor Avenue MB Church 

Mary Anne Isaak, Pastor, River East MB Church 

Keith Poysti, Conference Pastor with MBCM, member of BFL, Christian Family Center (MB) 

 

The members of the Faith and Life Committee are available to resource congregations, as time 

permits, with biblical and ethical counsel on a variety of issues and topics. The next page includes 

a short bio of each Faith and Life Committee member and their areas of interest/expertise.  

Please feel free to contact them directly. 

To equip, resource, and inspire 

Mennonite Brethren Church of Manitoba 

Faith and Life Committee 

Mennonite Brethren  

Church of Manitoba 

83 Henderson Hwy. 

Winnipeg, MB R2L 1L2 

www.mbcm.ca 

 

Conference Pastor: Keith Poysti 

594-3052 / 1-866-206-4430 

keith@mbcm.ca 

 

The mandate of the Faith and Life Committee: 



 

 

Gerald is interested in working with church 

leadership boards/councils/teams in discovering 

how we may become communities of spiritual 

leaders. He is available for conversations with 

individuals around issues of leadership, conflict, 

decision making, staffing, and other matters 

related to pastoral ministry and congregational 

life.  Contact info: 339-1691 or email: 

ghildebrand@mcivorchurch.com 
 

Mary Anne Isaak 

Mary Anne joined the pastoral team of River 

East MB Church in Winnipeg in January 2011.   

Before that she pastored at College Community 

Church MB in Clovis, California for almost 13 

years, and at Peace Mennonite Church in     

Burlington, Vermont for a year. Mary Anne 

holds an MA in theology from MBBS.  She and 

her husband, Jon, taught under MB Missions in 

Congo for three years and at St. Petersburg 

Christian University in Russia for one year. 
 

Being a pastor is a little like watercolor painting. 

As pastor, the Scriptures fire Mary Anne's  

imagination of what the kingdom of God can 

look like in the congregation and world.  

Sketching the picture comes through           

conversations and careful planning. And then, 

like watercolor, beauty is created in the      

unplanned blending-running-mixing of ideas, 

dreams, needs and gifts of everyone in church. 
 

Mary Anne is available for conversations about 

biblical theology and practical issues arising in 

the life of the congregation. Contact info:       

663-5096 or email mary.anne@remb.ca 
 

Keith Poysti 

Keith has been Conference Pastor for the MB 

Church in Manitoba since 2005 and is a member 

of Christian Family Center, an MB Church in 

Winnipeg.  He studied at Moody Bible Institute 

and MBBS and holds an MA in biblical studies. 

Keith has been a youth pastor, lead pastor and 

interim pastor, serving in both rural and urban 

settings. 
 

Keith’s work as Conference Pastor is to      

support and empower pastors and churches in 

Manitoba as they pursue God’s mission.  Areas 

of responsibility include mentoring, consulting, 

caring for pastors, working with search commit-

tees, Pastors Credentialing, and assisting in the 

area of conflict transformation.  Keith is also 

available to preach and to provide counsel on 

biblical and theological issues facing the church 

and its leaders.  Contact info: 594-3052 or email  

keith@mbcm.ca     

Paul Doerksen 

Paul holds a Master of Theological Studies 

(Conrad Grebel University College) and a PhD 

(McMaster University) in Western Religious 

Thought. He teaches theology at Canadian  

Mennonite University, attends Fort Garry MB 

Church, and serves on the MB Board of Faith 

and Life, and on the board of L’Arche Winnipeg. 
 

Paul is interested in working at issues surround-

ing the theological life of the church. This can 

include topics such as Christ and Culture, 

Christian ethics, theology and literature,      

ecclesiology, Anabaptist thought, evangelical 

theology, church history, and political theology. 
 

Paul welcomes opportunities for pulpit supply, 

adult education classes, and the like. Contact 

info: 487-3300, ext. 632 or email   

pdoerksen@cmu.ca 

 

Pierre Gilbert 

Pierre has a MA and a PhD in biblical studies 

(Old Testament). He teaches Biblical Studies 

and Theology at CMU/MBBS and attends Fort 

Garry MB Church. 
 

Pierre’s major area of interest has mostly    

orbited around the notion of biblical/systematic 

theology particularly as it relates to the problem 

of evil and spiritual warfare. Pierre is keenly 

interested in exploring how the Old Testament 

can be relevant for Christians, the Church, and 

our society. Over the years Pierre has particu-

larly enjoyed resourcing pastors and churches 

through preaching and special lecture series. 
 

Pierre is open to resourcing churches in several 

ways: pulpit supply, Bible studies, special series, 

one-one conversation.  He enjoys addressing 

topics in a perspective that combine biblical, 

theological, and pastoral concerns (such as “The 

Problem of Evil in a Biblical Perspective”, “The 

Afterlife.  An Investigation into Heaven and 

Hell”, “Can These Dead Bones Live again? A 

Biblical Theology of the Spirit”).  Contact info:  

487-3300, ext. 350 or email pgilbert@cmu.ca 
 

Gerald Hildebrand 

Gerald joined the pastoral team at McIvor   

Avenue MB Church in 2005. Prior to that he 

served as the Area Director for MB Mission 

(then MBMS International). With over 20 years 

of pastoral experience, he has developed skills 

in the areas of long-term ministry planning, 

preaching, and working in multi-staff settings. 

Gerald is a graduate of the MB Biblical Seminary 

(MA Theology). He is married to Joanne. 
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