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Celebration became a motif of 
sorts for me throughout this last 
year. I’ve generally known celebra-
tion as a time away from ‘real life,’ 
or maybe even obligatory gather-
ings that most would not attend 
if given the choice. However, this 
year God expanded my experience 
of celebrating and rejoicing.

Updating the MBCM safe place policy required me  
to spend a great deal of time on a dark topic, but I still 
found moments of rejoicing throughout the process. 
It began with an initial consultation meeting with a 
few pastors from both urban and rural locations. It was 
nurtured by the support and assistance of the MBCM 
team. The 2017 Council of Representatives and a sub-
sequent Nuts + Bolts training event, where the policy 
was discussed with leaders from across Manitoba, were 
the most notable sources of celebration. Sitting down 
with our insurance brokers to discuss how to meet in 
the middle on some aspects of the policy was a truly 
enjoyable experience, because as believers we had the 
joy of standing on the common ground of Christ. 

The event coordinating portion of my role is more 
inherently connected to celebration. Working on 
Assembly, Pastors Retreat, and Nuts + Bolts brought 
to mind the number of times festivals are mentioned 
throughout the Bible, especially the Pentateuch. It 
seems clear to me that it is God’s will for His people 
to make reflection, thanksgiving, fun, and rejoicing 
in community an essential part of the regular rhythm 
of life. Each year these events are highlights on the 
MBCM calendar. Pastors Retreat especially embod-
ies these elements, as it provides time for pastors to 
rest and connect with others in similar roles (while 
defending their ranking in the annual water-slide race). 

Having completed a full year in this capacity,my aware-
ness of and love for the church grew exponentially. 
With the new perspective on celebration and a keen 
desire to see the Church thrive in rejoicing, I look 
forward to the tasks 2018 holds: distributing a per-
formance development resource, assisting in the imple-
mentation of the Safe Place policy, developing HR 
tools, and coordinating events that equip, connect, 
and encourage the churches MBCM exists to serve. I 
am immensely privileged to be in a position that allows 
me to serve in such a way. Thank you! 

AUDRY GOERTZEN
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On the glorious splendour of your majesty, and on your 
wondrous works, I will meditate. The might of your awesome 
deeds shall be proclaimed, and I will declare your greatness. 

They shall celebrate the fame of your abundant goodness, 
and shall sing aloud of your righteousness. 

Psalm 145:5-7


