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Year after year Simonhouse Bible Camp continues 
reaching children, youth, and families of northern 
Manitoba & Saskatchewan with our mission of Point-
ing Lives To Jesus. Each year seems to get better and 
better! In the last 18+ years here, I have seen major 
changes in youth culture as well as significant changes 
in regulations put on our ministry. We continue to 
keep upgrading our facilities and programs to meet 
or exceed the changing regulations, and we work hard 
to be culturally relevant while remaining Biblically 
accurate in our programming.

This year our camp theme was Mission Ready taken 
from Ephesians 2:10: “For we are his workmanship, hav-
ing been created in Christ Jesus for good works that God 
prepared beforehand so we may do them.” We encour-
age campers by reminding them that they were made 
unique and with a purpose! God has a plan for their 
life, a mission that they don’t want to miss out on! 
Camp is a fun place with a lot of activities going on, 
still I am amazed each year by the conversations that 
are held; the questions that are asked. Kids and youth 
are desperate to feel loved and to know that they mat-
ter. Once again, many young people made a first-time 
decision to follow Jesus, and many more rededicated 
their lives to Him! Pray with us for these kids as they 
seek to follow God and to share Him with their fam-
ily and friends!

The 2017 spring work crew consisted of several couples 
from southern Manitoba. They helped with a num-
ber of projects, including rebuilding the stairs to the 
waterfront, installing new bunk beds in one cabin, and 
adding rail extensions to the bunks in other cabins. 
The work crew also installed a Ga-ga ball* pit. I had 
heard that Ga-ga ball was a big hit at other places, but 
I did not expect it to be as popular as it was. There was 

never free time where it wasn’t being used!  Another 
new activity we added for our senior high and junior 
high camps was learning to play the ukulele. This was 
a very popular activity and the kids had a lot of fun 
learning a new instrument.

A forest fire 1.5 km away from camp provided the kids 
with an air show of water bombers and helicopters!  
We are very thankful for the crews who work to keep 
us safe from harm. For the past number of years our 
weekend youth retreats have been hit and miss atten-
dance-wise, but this year it was well attended and a fan-
tastic weekend!  I don’t recall ever having a weekend in 
September hit 27 degrees Celsius, but it did this year.  

In the fall we were able to finally get some road work 
done on our kilometer long access road, making it a lit-
tle easier to get in to camp. Thanks to all who donated 
to that project! We also received close to $6,000 in 
funding from the Northern Neighbors Foundation for 
sound-dampening baffles for the dining hall. To meet 
our requirements, we continue to work on upgrades 
to the diesel tank, and the price associated with this 
job continues to skyrocket.  The most difficult part is 
getting any two qualified people to agree to what needs 
to be done.  Please pray that we can get this resolved 
at a manageable cost. 

 You may have heard, the 2nd edition of the Simonhouse 
Sensations Cookbook is available for purchase  The 
updated version contains many new amazing recipes, 
and is only $18.00 (+$6 mailing if required).  Contact 
the camp to order yours today!

*What on earth is Ga-ga ball?  
en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ga-ga
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