
Dr. Rick Lindroth
CMU Scientist in Residence
Dr. Rick Lindroth is a Professor of Ecology at the University of Wisconsin-
Madison (USA). His research focuses on evolutionary ecology and global 
change ecology in forest ecosystems. Dr. Lindroth reflected on the interplay 
of faith and science in chapels and forums, engaged students in classes, and 
presented an interactive public lecture.

CMU is entrusted with its mission 
by the church, formally by the 
collaboration of Mennonite 
Church Canada and Mennonite 
Brethren peoples and extended 
through a wide ecumenical 
range of congregations who 
find resonance with Anabaptist 
commitments of faith and life.

CANADIAN MENNONITE UNIVERSITY

Report from Canadian 
Mennonite University

Steve Bell
2018 CMU PAX Award 
Recipient
On April 5, CMU will 
recognize Winnipeg 
singer-songwriter Steve 
Bell with the 2018 CMU 
PAX Award. Bell is a 
musician, poet and 
storyteller whose music 
springs from the stories 

and yearnings of others, especially those seeking healing 
and hope. Bell’s commitment to clean water access for Shoal 
Lake 40 First Nation brought together Indigenous, church, 
political and other groups, including CMU students. He has 
also been a strong voice urging the Canadian government 
to adopt Bill C-262, an act to ensure that Canadian laws 
are in harmony with the UN Declaration on the Rights of 
Indigenous Peoples.

CMU Pastors in Residence
Allysa Bender (Pastor at Hamilton Mennonite Church, 
Hamilton, Ontario) and Lee Kosa (Pastor of Cedar Park 
MB Church in Delta, BC) both served as CMU Pastors in 
Residence in the 17-18 academic year.

Science as a Way of Knowing:  
the Pursuit of Truth in a Post-Truth World
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2017-2018  
Fall/Winter Enrolment 

Shaftesbury Campus 
709 Students (FTE 610)
 586 Undergraduate
 71 Graduate
 52 Outtatown

Menno Simons College  
(CMU Programs at U Winnipeg)  
FTE 260
 

 

Shaftesbury Students 
78 International students  
from 25 countries
75% Manitoba;  
25% other provinces
42% Mennonite (MC, MB, EMC...)
43% Ecumenically Diverse    
 (Baptist  and Pentecostal to   
 Catholic and Orthodox)
15% Disclose no church    
 connection

*FTE: Full-time equivalent students



Academics and Vocation
CMU is committed to bridge student 
passions, convictions, faith and 
career paths with the needs and 
opportunities of church and society. 
Academic studies link Biblical and 
Theological Studies with 18 different 
BA majors—all while nurturing an 
imagination for the church.  Students 
enrol in Arts (English, History, 
Psychology, Geography…), Biblical and 
Theological Studies, Environmental 
Science, Sciences (Biology, Chemistry, 
Physics, and Mathematics), Business, 
Communications & Media, Music 
and Music Therapy, International 
Development, Peace and Conflict 
Studies. CMU students move towards 
lives of service and leadership in 
medicine, farming, law, church ministry, 
business… 

Centre for Faith and Life 
The CMU Centre for Faith and Life 
(CFL) links individuals, congregations 
and ecumenically diverse constituencies 
with the university’s unique, non-
formal, church engagement, and 
resourcing initiatives.   
Initiatives include:

ReNew: Resourcing Pastors for 
Ministry conference focused on the 
theme Delighting in Scripture:  Sola 
Scriptura at 500 Years. Keynote 
speakers included Tim Geddert 
(Professor of New Testament at Fresno 
Pacific), Meghan Good (Teaching 
Pastor at Trinity Mennonite Church, 

Glendale, AZ) and Gerald Gerbrandt 
(President and Professor Emeritus of 
Bible at CMU).   
 

Face2Face is an initiative opening 
community conversations ‘at the 
intersection of faith and life’. A 
November conversation reflected on 
the implications of the legalization 
of marijuana for communities and 
the church. A February conversation 
involved five CMU undergraduate 
students on the theme ‘The Bible Tells 
Me so...Doesn’t it? A Conversation 
with Young Adults on the Tensions of 
Taking Scripture Seriously’. Face2Face 
conversations are live-streamed and 
available via the web across Canada. 

sixpointeight is a new youth-gathering 
rooted in the call of Micah to ‘do justice, 
love mercy and walk humbly with God’.  
On Sunday, April 29, 2018 youth from 
many streams of the Mennonite family 
and beyond will gather at CMU for 
worship, fun, learning and community 
and to be inspired and equipped as 
peacebuilders in the way of Jesus. 

Celebrating Distinguished Alumni
Four CMU alumni were recognized for 
the diverse ways in which their lives and 
work embody CMU commitments to 
service, leadership, and reconciliation. 
Henry Neufeld (CMBC ’52) for a life-
time commitment to reconciliation with 
Indigenous peoples; John Longhurst 
(MBBC ’79) for his exemplary work as 
a communicator, marketer, editor, and 
columnist; Ken Esau (MBBC ’83) for 
many decades of teaching commitment 
at Columbia Bible College and in 
the wider church; Joanne Thiessen 
Martens (CMBC ’96) for her ecological 
and organic agricultural research.  

This and That...
Centre for Resilience  
The CMU Centre for Resilience 
(CFR), to be launched this spring, will 
enable social enterprises to extend 
their work through partnerships with 
the university’s education, research 
and service 
and extend 
opportunities 
for CMU 
to make an 
impact in the 
community 
and church.  
The CFR is located on the 4th floor of 
CMU’s historic north side building, 
and will also utilize land designated for 
ecological initiatives on the north-west 
parcel of CMU’s property, adjacent to 
the CMU Farm.  

MHC Gallery In June 2017, the MHC 
Gallery was officially welcomed as part 
of the university and in that extended 
the peacebuilding commitments of 
faculty and students and the work of the 
Canadian School of Peacebuilding. In 
January, 2018, Ray Dirks, the Gallery’s 
Curator, along with Manju Lodha, 
a member of Winnipeg’s Hindu and 
Jain communities, were presented with 
the Lieutenant-Governor’s Award for 
the Advancement of Interreligious 
Understanding for their efforts in 
building understanding between diverse 
faith communities. 

Mennonite Heritage Centre Archives 
A new partnership, led by CMU (and 
together with MC Canada and the 
Centre for Transnational Mennonite 
Studies), is helping the MHC Archives 
to enter a new and exciting chapter in 
service of the church and community.  
The MHC Archives is known to house 
among the best collections of Prussian, 
Russian, Canadian, and Global 
Mennonite historical documents  
in the country.  
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CENTRE FOR FAITH AND LIFE

RESOURCING PASTORS FOR MINISTRY

sixpointeight

Community in Conversation
| face      face: On Campus

*FTE: Full-time equivalent students


