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“Do not be anxious about anything, but in every situa-
tion, by prayer and petition, with thanksgiving, present 
your requests to God.” Philippians 4:6

The scripture above was my guiding light as I stepped 
into the new role of Eden Health Care Services’ Chief 
Executive Officer in June, 2017. I believe that it is 
important to have a firm intention of remaining true 
to its principles well into the future, to the benefits of 
the communities it serves.

The scripture will also be a guiding light as we con-
tinue to anticipate the changes that are happening in 
our Province’s health care system and the development 
of the Shared Health Services of Manitoba (SHSM). 
We are encouraged that both the Federal and Provin-
cial governments have recognized that mental health 
and addictions are serious issues and that the numbers 
of those in need are in a constant rise. However, Eden 
continues to have funding challenges, due to its’ sub-
stantial growth as the communities’ needs increases 
and in turn, the increased demands for its mental 
health programs and services.

In my short time at Eden, I have been impressed by the 
community and church support for Eden. This year, 
we saw record breaking numbers of participants and 
donations for the Tractor Trek and the Head for the 
Hills. Both have become a family event, where gen-
erations participated and enjoyed the events. Recov-
ery of Hope participated in the Ride for Refuge to 
raise funds for the sliding scale program where they 
exceeded their fundraising goal. Eden also hosted two 
galas, in Winkler and Winnipeg, celebrating its 50th 
Anniversary, as well, an opportunity to thank everyone 

who have supported Eden in the last 50 years. Eden 
will be publishing a book titled: “Eden Health Care 
Services, 50 Years of Hope, Healing and Community.”

Eden desires to continue to ROAR – Reach Out 
And Respond! We continue to look for ways to raise 
funds so that we can continue to provide programs 
and services to those in their mental health journey. 
The CARE program, through Recovery of Hope, is 
about the congregation’s desire to provide professional 
counselling. We hope to further develop and grow 
this program so that we can reach out to more people.

I am honoured to be a part of Eden. 50 years ago, Eden 
was started by those of faith, by those with a strong 
sense of responsibility and concern for the problems 
and injustices of society, by those who acted on the 
urging of their social conscience. Eden’s establishment, 
growth and expanding outreach have served a purpose 
in demonstrating to others just what can be achieved 
through perseverance, steadfastness and love, when 
the cause is just one – serve others. 

Eden has full appreciation of the efforts of all those 
who have worked so hard over the past 50 years to make 
Eden the organization it has become. We are grateful 
for our dedicated staff who are Eden’s hands and feet, 
the Board Members who exhibits true and active vol-
unteerism, our physicians who everyday gives the best 
standard of care, the communities for their support 
and the churches for their commitment and prayers.

Eden is 50 years old. A milestone. It is an occasion to 
celebrate - an opportunity to momentarily look back 
and a golden ticket to chart the path forward


