
11

Well another year of ministry has again come 
and gone and as I look back at all that hap-
pened I can only say that God is good!  Each 
ministry year is a fl urry of activity as we rush 
to plan, complete projects, fi nd, hire and train 
staff , and ultimately run our programs.  It is a 
lot of work!  This year we had some notewor-
thy highlights.  The last couple of summers we 
had to signifi cantly reduce the number of cab-
ins open for boys due to the lack of male staff .  
This year we had more male staff  and only had 
to reduce one cabin, for a few of our sessions.  
We were able to put through our second high-
est attendance EVER!  That’s amazing!

Simonhouse has an incredibly diverse range 
of those in our community.  Campers come 
from all walks of life.  We are reaching fur-
ther and further away from our geographi-
cal area and are having kids hear about Jesus 
for the very fi rst time in their lives.  Northern 
Manitoba has the highest rate of child pov-
erty, at more than 64%!  Many kids come from 
some pretty hard to imagine situations.  I’ve 
really come to learn that our ministry is larger 
than we have often defi ned it.  I’m often sur-
prised at what kids say was their favorite part 
of camp.    More often than I’d expect I hear 
answers like “I got to eat three meals a day.”  
This summer was no diff erent.  

One camper was looking at the schedule and 
saw the “Lunch Prep” time on the sched-
ule and asked what that was.  Her Counselor 
responded that it was the time for them to 
get ready for lunch.  The camper excitedly 
responded, “You mean, we get to eat again!?”  
Another girl would get up after each meal and 

go over to the cooks giving them a hug and 
thanking them for her meal.  You don’t always 
need to feed 5000 people to make a diff erence.  
Sometimes, just feeding one can make all the 
diff erence in the world!

Most of our campers do not have a Bible so 
we give a full Bible to any child who wants 
one.  After Closing Program, one week, I was 
in the offi  ce with the window to the hallway 
open and overheard a camper telling his mom 
that he needed to go get a Bible.  The mom 
responded by saying that he already had one 
that he got last year and didn’t need to get 
another.  To this the boy eagerly stated, “yeah, 
but dad doesn’t have one and he needs one!”

This year we saw almost 40 kids come from 
the northern Saskatchewan indigenous com-
munity of Deschambault Lake!  Each week the 
community youth worker and a driver would 
bring kids out to camp and I was able to have 
some great conversations with these leaders 
who care so much for the youth of their com-
munity!  I learned from them the best types of 
trees to use to make fi res to cook burgers over 
in order to get the best smoke fl avour.  I was 
able to send them back with a couple cases of 
Bibles for the community, and some Simon-
house Rock CD’s for their kids to keep singing 
to.  I plan to visit their community next spring 
with the spring staff  and bring some activi-
ties along as we advertise our programs to the 
families there.

Thank you for your support of our programs 
as we reach northern Manitoba (and Saskatch-
ewan) for Christ!
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