
 

D A R R Y L  L O E W E N
E X E C U T I V E  D I R E C T O R

S I M O N E  T H I E S S E N
C O M M U N I T Y  E N G A G E M E N T  C O O R D I N A T O R

MCC Manitoba 2021  |  Report to MBCM Assembly
We live in extraordinary times. This could arguably be said of almost any year, but as we approach the two-year anniversary 
of the pandemic, it feels especially poignant. 

In 2021, each of us adjusted, scaled, and reworked our plans to accommodate the changing public health landscape. And 
while at MCC it was no different, we sought out ways to continue ministries with churches and volunteers, through local 
partnerships around the world and local programs in Manitoba.

We found new ways to connect locally with congregations, schools and communities using online platforms to share 
sermons, presentations, and coordinate events.

With your support, youth were given opportunities to develop employment skills at Sam’s Place, refugee families were 
welcomed to Manitoba, webinars and workshops equipped local communities to respond to domestic violence, and collabo-
ration with local partners continued in efforts to learn from and reconcile with Indigenous neighbours. We also celebrated 
the launch of Germinating Conversations: Food, Faith, Farming and the Land, offering a peacebuilding process for dif�cult 
conversations of all kinds.

In trying times, we are especially humbled by dedicated 
volunteers and staff in Thrift and Material Resources. Thrift 
shops have continued faithful support of MCC throughout the 
year, despite shared and unique pandemic-related challenges in 
each shop’s context. In Material Resources, we held a success-
ful online quilt sale and participated in the launch of MCC’s 
new dignity kit. 

On a global scale, MCC continued relief, development and 
peace work in more than 45 countries. Relief highlights include 
overwhelming responses to the Haiti earthquake and humani-
tarian crisis in the Tigray region of Ethiopia. We were able to 
respond swiftly in Haiti, relying on long-term relationships 
with local partners to assess the greatest needs and reach 
vulnerable people in remote communities safely. In Ethiopia, 
we worked with the local church to get food assistance to 
Tigray before the region was closed off to aid. Development 
continued through food, livelihoods, water, health and educa-
tion projects. In places like Democratic Republic of Congo, 
we’re providing rainwater catchment systems and latrines to 
prevent the spread of infectious diseases.

Luis Norberto Mosquera dries cacao seeds at his farm in 
the Lower San Juan region of Chocó, Colombia in 2018. 
He received technical assistance in cultivating and 
processing cacao and his farm is now used as a model 
for other farmers in the project.  
(Growing Hope Globally photo/Alex Morse)

We continue to weave peacebuilding into all that we do. Like in Colombia, where our local Mennonite Brethren church 
partner upholds a strong peace witness, maintaining autonomy from government and armed groups while supporting 
farmers in the Chocó region with a digni�ed and stable livelihood.

As we re�ect, we recognize that, despite a turbulent year, you have continued to faithfully partner with and support MCC, 
and together our mission—to share God’s love and compassion for all in the name of Christ—continues. Thanks be to God!

As 2022 begins, we pray that you will join us in hope and rest in the words of Jesus in John 15:4-5:

Abide in me as I abide in you. Just as the branch cannot bear fruit by itself unless it abides in the vine, 
neither can you unless you abide in me. I am the vine, you are the branches. Those who abide in me and I in 
them bear much fruit, because apart from me you can do nothing.

Thank you for making this work possible through your abundant prayer support, monetary gifts, volunteer and fundraising 
efforts! May you experience peace as we abide in the love of God. 



2020-2021 Local Program Highlights
127 
refugees sponsored 
with support from 29 
community and church 
sponsor groups

350
people participated in 
37 trainings, workshops 
and consultations with 
the ARP program

11 
local partners received 
support–financial and 
collaborative–from the 
Indigenous Neighbours 
program

11 
public events held over 
Zoom to write letters to 
elected officials related 
to peace and justice in 
Palestine and Israel

1 
new program, Choose 
Friendship, developed 
to help newcomers build 
connections with the 
broader community

3 
young adults completed 
their International 
Volunteer Exchange 
Program (IVEP) place-
ment in Manitoba

2020-2021 Manitoba Thrift Highlights

2020-2021 Financial Highlights

16 
MCC Thrift locations 
across Manitoba kept 
their doors open as much 
as possible throughout 
the pandemic

1,000* 
volunteers in 
MCC Thrift shops 
donated their time and 
talents during the 
pandemic (*estimated)

$1.8 M 
contributed to MCC’s 
local and global work of 
relief, development and 
peace

167,000* 
volunteer hours donated 
in MCC Thrift shops 
throughout the 
province (*estimated)

*All activity in this report, including finances, reflects MCC’s fiscal year from April 1, 2020 to March 31, 2021

For complete audited financial statements, please visit mccmb.ca/AnnualReport

For the full report, visit mccmb.ca/Annual-Impact-Report-2021


