
Closing Out 2021
Another summer has passed and the camp has sat still other than the

increase in animal presence I have caught on some of our security

carmeras around the site.  This summer we were unable to run an onsite

program again, and we were even unable to run a virtual one due to a

lack of government grants through the Canada Summer Jobs grant, as

well as a lack of potential staff able to work.  These last two years sure

have been different and it has been so sad.  I’ve said it before but Jesus

calls us to love our neighbors, and yet for the past 2 years we have been

told to fear our neighbor, and report them if necessary.  One of the many

challenges then as a Christian, is to figure out how we still love our neighbor in a COVID 19 world, and it has been a challenge.

I continue to look forward and trust that the summer of 2022 will see kids return to camp, laughter to fill the air, and Jesus

being proclaimed to all.  That being said, I already know that it is going to be a very difficult year.  I’m hearing from many sectors

that finding staff is going to be harder than usual.  Also, finding supplies and parts is proving difficult.  Our main generator

needs some maintenance and just finding the parts needed has been a time consuming chore.  I’m hoping they actually arrive.

At the beginning of 2020 I had staff lined up earlier than ever...it was looking to be a great summer but now we are starting

from scratch.  We can only expect so many summers from a person before they hit that stage of life where they finish

post-secondary school or training and begin their career.  I’ve already been seeking past staff, particularly those who would be

great on our senior leadership team, to consider coming back and help to bridge the gap.  If you know of anyone who would

make a great team member, please be sure to point them in our direction. Word of mouth is always our best form of

recruitment.

A few weeks ago we had a company in who did some mulching of scrub growing

beside our roadway and in doing so, he was able to get the stumps down from

when we had a logging company widen the area on the sides of the road.  This

should mean that we will be able to maintain it better in the future with the big

brush mower on our smaller tractor.  He also did some other areas around camp

and did a great job!  The scrub grows in so fast that it is hard to keep up with

and ends up taking many volunteer hours that could, and should, be spent better.

I’m always looking to keep our volunteers focused on the most important parts

of ministry so this day of mulching with a machine sure beat many weeks of

doing it by hand!

As many of you know, my family is going through an incredibly difficult medical situation.  It has me often thinking back to the

story of Abraham and Isaac.  The story starts back in Genesis 12 where God makes Abraham (then called Abram) a promise.

He said, “I will make you into a great nation, and I will bless you; I will make your name great, and you will be a blessing.  I

will bless those who bless you, and whoever curses you I will curse; and all peoples on earth will be blessed through you.”

God promises Abraham that he will be the father of a great nation.  However, he was already old and his wife past childbearing

age.  For the next 20+ years a lot happens but Abraham dosen’t have a child with his wife, yet Abraham continues to have faith.

Finally, Sarah, Abraham’s wife, has a child..the promise is being fulfilled.  In Genesis 22 Abraham’s faith is tested when God

instructs Abraham to take his son Isaac up a mountain and to sacrifice him. That sounds pretty extreme and also makes the

promise hard to fulfill.  Just to give a super brief comment on this, in those days people made their sins right by paying a price

for them.  That price was paid by giving grain, or sacrifcing a bird or animal from the flock/herd.  The idea was to bring your

best grain, or best animal as a sacrifice (payment) to atone or pay for their sin.  Sacrficing humans was not something God’s

people did, though other pagan cultures did practice that.  So there was a bit of a difference in God asking this of Abraham.  I

can’t imagine what was going through his mind with this,  yet his faith in God was  strong and even though it made no sense,
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and even went against what was expected of God’s people, he got Isaac and began the journey to the place God had told him

to go.  At the very last second, God stops Abraham and says, “Do not lay a hand on the boy,” he said. “Do not do anything to

him. Now I know that you fear God, because you have not withheld from me your son, your only son.” (Genesis 22:12).  God

then provided a ram as a substitute sacrifice.  (At Easter we celebrate the death and resurrection of Jesus...who was the final

sacrifice for us.  He substituted the price for our sins, so after his sacrifice, sins were no longer required to be atoned for by

bringing a bird/animal, etc.) Abraham, against everything that made any sense to him, trusted God and remained  faithful to

him in the hard times.  Also, the promise was talked about for over 20 years before it came to be.  God often has a different

timeline then we would like.  In difficult times and when things don’t always make sense, we need to continue trusting God.  A

true test of faith is in the difficult times, not when things are going well.  If you would like to hear me talk about these verses

more fully, you can watch a message I gave at https://youtu.be/itmF-h0XCCs.

I hope you are doing well.  These have been difficult time and we are all looking forward to things returning back to normal.

The good news is that we have learned a few things through this pandemic so hopefully it is a return to normal plus.  Normal,

plus the good things we have learned which can better help our ministry be more effective.  Feelings of fear and isolation are

much more common now, particularly in our kids and teens.  Please pray for them, and each other, as they deal with, and

struggle through, many emotions and feelings.  Please begin praying for the formation of the staff team and for them as they

minister in some difficult situations which are now exacerbated by the results of the COVID 19 pandemic.

A Word from our Chairman (Joe Buie)

Since the beginning of 2020 our lives have changed in ways we thought were never possible, and online

became our lifeline. We have shopped, had meetings, visited our families, and for some even went to

work  from our homes. Day to day things changed, from how many people we could be in contact with,

how many of us could go out to shop, and wearing masks became the norm. For myself, not being able to

fellowship with others was like being a prisoner in my own home, but it taught me to rely on God more.

As you can imagine Simonhouse was no different, in 2020 we had to get into the virtual world and reach

out to kids with an online camp. Good job to the staff that dedicated themselves to putting together a

great program. One thing that didn’t change is we can rely on God’s love and faithfulness to His people.

We can still have assurance in him in uncertain times.  The camp has introduced many youth of our

northern    communities to Jesus and His amazing love for them. The everlasting friendships between

campers and staff are too numerous to count. I encourage you to continue to support the camp with prayer and financial

support. We look forward to summer of 2022 and hope to return to sounds of laughter, singing, and praise.

Please Partner With Us
We are so thankful for the many people who have continuted to support us during these past couple of years through the

COVID 19 pandemic and all that it has meant.  We try to always be faithful and a good steward with our finances and run a

ministry with a long term vision and plan.  I hope and pray that we are on our way out of this pandemic and continue to plan

for the summer of 2022 in that way.  We have some repairs and replacements we need to do still like our docks and a cabin

damaged by some trees.  We need to replace our truck with a newer used one as it is costing a lot in repairs and is closing in

on 300,000 km.  Given the long distance driving to places like Winnipeg, and the remote roads without cell service on them, a

reliable truck is very important.

Would you consider a meaningful donation towards Simonhouse Bible Camp to help put us in a strong financial

position so we can be ready for the future, and if you know of anyone who would be a great team member, please

send them our way!

We are always so very thankful for the many people who are excited about the work we do, and the families we reach, with

the Good News of Jesus Christ! Thank you for your support and partnership with us!  We couldn’t do it without you!  Please

pray for us as we navigate this constantly changing situation.  

Darrell Janzen

Executive Director

Thank you for your 

support!


